
 
  

  SUCCESS IN RESTORING 
HEALTH CARE FOR 

IMMIGRANTS! 

 

On September 28th NoHLA and  
co-counsel Riddell Williams, P.S. 
received a favorable ruling in a  
class action suit in which we 
represented low-income immigrants 
who challenged their disenrollment  
from Washington State’s Basic 
Health program. Federal District 
Court Judge James Robart issued a 
preliminary injunction, ordering  
the State to re-enroll thousands  
of immigrants whose coverage was 
terminated in March due to budget 
cuts. 

 

The  judge  ruled  for  the  plaintiffs 
on two constitutional grounds:   
1) disenrollment  based  on  
immigration status likely violated  
the plaintiffs’ Equal Protection 
rights; and 2) the notice of 
disenrollment that plaintiffs received 
was likely inadequate, violating their 
Due Process rights. Under the court 
order, the State must immediately 
restore coverage to all affected 
immigrants. The State must also 
provide them with improved notices 
that describe the new eligibility 
criteria. Immigrants will then have 
an opportunity to pay their 
premiums and demonstrate a 
“lawfully present” immigration  
status in order to retain coverage  
in the future. 

NOHLA WORKS  
TO IMPLEMENT HEALTH REFORM 

Preserving Programs as a Bridge to Health Reform 
In January, Washington received a federal waiver to include 
the Basic Health and Medical Care Services programs in 
Medicaid, as a transitional bridge to 2014 health reform 
expansions.  NoHLA led a stakeholder group to ensure that the 
interests of low-income residents were considered, and is now 
monitoring progress under the waiver.  We are also working to 
keep these programs in the state budget, as they are once 
again threatened with elimination. 

 

Adopting the Federal  Basic  Health  Option   
Under  the  Affordable  Care Act, states can choose to create a 
plan that is similar to our state’s Basic Health program but  is 
federally funded.   NoHLA is working with coalition partners to 
encourage Washington lawmakers to adopt this option.   We 
recently commented to the state Health Care Authority on a 
draft report analyzing the option, and received many 
endorsements from other organizations. 

 

Expanding Medicaid  
This year, federal and state policymakers will issue regulations 
regarding the expansion of Medicaid to cover all non-elderly 
people below 138% of the federal poverty level. NoHLA has 
been working with national partners to track and comment on 
these regulations, making sure that they respond to the 
concerns of low-income Washington residents.  

 

Focusing on Women and Health Reform  
Last year NoHLA surveyed women in the Puget Sound area, 
asking what questions and concerns they had about health 
reform. Based on their responses, NoHLA is working to raise 
public awareness about how health reform will impact women 
and encourage women to participate in health policy debates. 
We have received grants from the Women’s Funding Alliance, 
the Ms. Foundation and the National Women’s Law Center to 
support this work.   
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NOHLA W ELCOMES  EMILY  BRICE 

We are very pleased to announce that former 
intern Emily Brice officially joined NoHLA as Staff 
Attorney in September. 

Emily is a 2011 graduate of the University of 
Washington School of Law, with a health law 
concentration. She has worked on social justice 
issues in Chicago, South Africa, and Washington 
State.  Last year, as part of the UW Law School 
Child and Youth Legislative Advocacy Clinic, she 
helped draft and pass a bill restricting access to 
juvenile records in Washington. Before law 
school, Emily served as the Chicago site director 
for a national hospital-based social services 
organization, providing resources to low-income 
families in clinical settings. 

Emily is excited to return to NoHLA, where she 
will be spearheading the “Women and Health 
Reform” project. 

NOHLAõS 3RD  ANNUAL  RACE FOR HEALTH  JUSTICE  

 
On the morning of September 11th, seven relay teams put their swimming, 
biking and running talents to work for NoHLA in the Mercer Island ‘Escape from 
the Rock’ triathlon. In addition to enjoying a beautiful morning and getting 
great exercise, the teams raised over $7,500 to support NoHLA’s work. 
 
One of our cutest and most successful fundraisers this year was 5-year old Max 
Buchsbaum, who not only ran 2.5 miles, but brought smiles to the faces of 
many tired triathletes. Two NoHLA teams won awards this year: NoHLA CIA and 
Labor of Love. Congratulations! 
 
Thanks to all of our athletes and their donors! Your very generous 
contributions are allowing NoHLA to add staff at a very busy time, and are 
helping provide us the flexibility we need to respond to issues related to 
budget cuts and health reform. 
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WE GREATLY  APPRECIATE  THE  GENEROUS  SUPPORT  
OF OUR  2011 FUNDERS : 

Northwest Justice ProjectÊ Columbia Legal ServicesÊ Community Catalyst Ê
Women’s Funding AllianceÊMs. FoundationÊNational Women’s Law CenterÊ
The Impact FundÊThe Seattle FoundationÊ Civil Justice FoundationÊ Community 
Health Plan of WashingtonÊConsumers Union ÊIndividual donors and the 
employers who support their giving 


